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I. Introduction 

The South China Sea (SCS) is a disputed body of water located in Southeast Asia. It is a branch of 

the western Pacific Ocean and is bordered by 10 nations including Brunei, Cambodia, P.R China, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, The Republic of China (Taiwan), Thailand, and Vietnam. It covers an 

area of around 3.5 million square kilometers, in comparison, that means it is more than twice as large as the 

Gulf of Mexico. It has three main connecting channels, the Taiwan Strait to the north,  the Luzon Strait to 

the east, and the Strait of Malacca to the west. At their narrowest points, Taiwan and Malacca straits are 

respectively 160 and 19 kilometers wide, demonstrating the proximity of neighboring countries. The conflict 

there emerges from overlapping territorial water and economic zone claims, as well as disputed island 

chains, such as the Spratlys and Paracels, which are mainly made up of islands and reefs. The region is 

contested partly because it holds substantial amounts of natural resources, such as oil and natural gas, and 

serves as a major maritime trade route. In addition, the area is known to be a productive fishing hub. 

 The fact that the South China Sea is crucial for surrounding nations’ economies, as well as their security, 

led to the appearance of colliding claims over said 

territories. According to the 1982 UN Convention on 

the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), a state’s territorial 

waters extend to 12 nautical miles from its shore. The 

following 188 nautical miles, starting from the end of its 

territorial seas, are considered as the state’s “Exclusive 

Economic Zone'', which will be the main focus of this 

report or EEZ for short. A country has some form of 

rights in the 200 nm range expanding from its shores. 

Whereas within its territorial seas, a state has full sovereignty over the 

waters, as well as air rights. 

However, territorial disputes over the South China Sea date as far back as the end of the 1940s, 

long before the UN Convention covering the issue took place. The first claim on the South China Sea was 

made by the People’s Republic of China, with the publishing of an eleven dashed line in December 1947, 
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following Japan’s loss of control over the area as a result of World War 2, which was revised into the 9 Dash 

Line in 1949. Yet, the Nine-Dash Line is nothing but a vague drawing on the map, surrounding a large 

chunk of the sea. Thus, its exact borders remain undetermined to this day.  

   Currently, competing claims stand over several areas. The six countries that have made claims on parts of 

the sea include China, Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam, the Philippines, and the Republic of China (Taiwan) which 

is not a member state of the UN. 

II. Involved Countries and Organizations 

People’s Republic of China (PRC) 

   PRC’s main argument in claiming the majority of the sea is that they have been present in the Spratlys and 

the Paracels for hundreds of years. With the publication of the nine-dashed line in 1949, they have publicly 

stated their intention to gain control over the majority of the region. “The South China Sea islands have been 

China's territory since ancient times. It is the bounded duty of the Chinese government to uphold China's 

territorial sovereignty and legitimate maritime rights and interests." These were the words of Chinese 

Premier Xi Jinping in a speech delivered in 2015 at the National University of Singapore, indicating that they 

justify their claim almost solely by their historic presence in the island chains. However, since their claim is 

based on historic presence rather than standardized international law, other nations in the South China Sea 

refuse to accept China’s intentions. In the Permanent Court of Arbitration’s (PCA) 2016 ruling, China’s 

historic ties could not have been proven and thus the court advised the parties to solve the dispute following 

UNCLOS.  

The United States of America 

   The US is not a claimant in the SCS, they are a third party observer in this issue. However, due to their 

strong belief in free trade rights, The United States aims to prevent China’s intentions of single-handedly 

controlling the region. The Seventh Fleet regularly passes through the area, indicating military presence. This 

leads to occasional military standoffs and elevated tensions. They are becoming increasingly involved in the 

issue since a large number of their goods are shipped through the SCS, along with a considerable 

percentage of the World’s crude oil trade. The US generally takes sides in countries opposing China, as can 

be proven by the joint drills they have conducted with Vietnam.   

   Additionally, the integrity and security of the strong US allies in the region might be threatened by the 

situation. To maintain its geopolitical position in the western Pacific, the US is obliged to defend its local 

allies and reassure local powers who are concerned about China’s intentions. Leaving the South China Sea 
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to the PRC’s control would undermine America’s alliances and its presence in the western Pacific. China 

would become the dominant power in the area and regional countries would gravitate towards it.  

European Union 

   The EU, much like the US, values the region because of the significance it to global trade. It encourages a 

peaceful solution, ensuring the freedom of trade passing through the area. According to the EU, the area 

should be divided with regards to the UNCLOS, with a consultation to third party arbitration establishments 

if necessary, once again contradicting China's intentions. Until recently, it showed no intention of direct 

involvement, frequently criticizing any kind of militarization in the area. However, in January 2020, the 

German Defense Minister signaled a possible military operation to the SCS, mentioned in this quote: “Our 

partners in the Indo-Pacific region feel increasingly pressured by China’s claim to power. They want a clear 

sign of solidarity. For valid international law, for intact territory, for free shipping. It is time for Germany to 

send out such a signal by showing its presence in the region with its allies.” 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)  

   ASEAN is an association formed by the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, and 

four other nations that are relatively irrelevant to this issue. ASEAN issued a joint statement in 2002, named 

the Declaration of Conduct on The South China Sea. The association aims to resolve the dispute peacefully. 

Despite its efforts throughout the years, ASEAN actions have been virtually ineffective.  

Vietnam  

    Tensions between Vietnam and China have been high since the early days of the conflict, and most of the 

military encounters that took place were between these two states. Perhaps the most notable incidents 

were the killing of 70 Vietnamese troops in a small battle with China on the Paracels in 1974, and one in the 

Spratlys in 1988, resulting in 60 Vietnamese casualties. Since then, the two states have worked together on 

a code of conduct aiming to decrease violence. No further physical disputes were observed afterward. 

Much like the other states involved in the dispute, Vietnam aims to gain control of its EEZ. 

The Philippines  

   The Philippines are involved in the dispute since their EEZ overlapsChina’s nine-dash line claim. They aim 

to gain control of their rightful EEZ as stated in UNCLOS. They have taken their case to the PCA in 2013, 

and the court ruled in favor of them, stating that the PRC violated UNCLOS by mining and conducting other 

sorts of off-shore exploration activities in the Philippines’ EEZ. China denied having taken such actions. You 
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may find the ruling in this link: https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/7/.  In addition, please consult the following link 

for a detailed analysis of the tribunal by Tufts University: https://sites.tufts.edu/lawofthesea/chapter-ten/. 

Australia 

   Australia has marked interest in the SCS, both economically and geopolitically. It has been conducting its 

own air surveillance in the region since 1980, under the name “Operation Gateway”. Some of the patrolling 

aircraft have been verbally challenged by China. Australia also regularly conducts naval presence patrols 

and port calls throughout the region. As one of the US' closest allies in the region, the Oceanic nation 

formally rejected the legal basis of China’s actions in July 2020. Until recently, the nation remained neutral 

on paper and this development came within a period of the general deterioration of China-Australia 

relations.     

Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) 

    PCA is an intergovernmental organization established in 1899 aiming to solve international disputes.  In its 

2013 ruling on the issue following the Philippines’ demand, it ruled in favor of the nation stating that the PRC 

violated UNCLOS by mining and conducting other sorts of off-shore exploration activities in the Philippines’ 

EEZ. 

III. Focused Overview of the Issue 

1. The Importance of The South China Sea  

A. Natural Resources  

   The South China sea is undoubtedly an area that is rich in natural resources. Geological studies have 

proven the presence of oil reserves worth 7.7 billion barrels. It is estimated that up to 20 billion barrels 

worth of undiscovered oil reserves is present in the region. Natural gas reserves are also present, with an 

estimated total of up to 266 trillion cubic feet. Yet, nonliving resources are not the only form of assets of 

the South China Sea, as it is one of the world’s most renowned fishing locations. However, fish stocks 

have depleted over the years due to excessive fishing. As a response to such a major threat to both the 

economies of the surrounding nations and the marine biodiversity, fishing bans are being introduced by 

the countries included in the dispute. These bans also have political ambitions underlying them, as they 

are being used as a means to an end: imposing claims. As a state would normally press such a 

prohibition in its waters, the countries are trying to send a message that the zones where bans are 

present are effectively a part of their EEZs. The most notable example of the situation would be the 
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annual summer ban imposed by Beijing in the waters it has claimed above the 12th parallel – including 

areas near the Scarborough Shoal, the Paracel Islands, and the Gulf of Tonkin – to conserve stocks. 

          The ban runs from May 1 until August 16 and the Chinese coast guard has promised to take the 

“strictest measures” to stop any “illegal fishing activities”. Vietnamese and Philippine fishermen have urged 

their governments to take a strong stance on the ban and consequently, the Vietnamese foreign ministry 

announced that Hanoi rejected the “unilateral decision”. In its statement, the ministry asked China not to 

further complicate the situation in the SCS. Ultimately, in the midst of political turmoil, it is the ecosystem 

that ends up being damaged as fish are consumed faster than they could reproduce.  

 

B. Role in International Trade 

   It is estimated that around 80 percent of the global trade volume is transported by sea. The South China 

Sea (SCS) is considered to be one of the most significant trade routes in the world, carrying roughly 

one-third of global shipping. Which translates to around $5.3 trillion worth of goods. In addition, 

approximately 40% of global LNG trade transits through the sea. Over 12 million barrels worth of crude oil is 

shipped through the sea daily. It is the main passageway between the Indian and Pacific Oceans, 

connecting Europe, the Middle East, Africa, the Americas, and even Oceania with Asia. These figures clearly 

show the strategic importance of the SCS.  

C. National Security    

   The international consensus is that a large chunk of the SCS should be considered international waters. 

The US strongly supports this point of view and the Seventh Fleet regularly transits between Indian and 

Pacific oceans through the SCS and through the Spratlys, near Chinese Naval bases. The United States 

claims they are ensuring free trade in the region but local nations are largely not happy with this situation, 

especially PRC. As a result, tensions often arise between China and the US with common naval encounters. 

A recent example of this was the US drills that took place in August 2020, where “A strike group, led by the 

USS Ronald Reagan, conducted flight operations and high-end maritime stability operations and exercises” 

according to the US Navy’s statement.  

2. Spratly and Paracel Islands 

   The Spratly Islands is a largely uninhabited archipelago located in the middle of the South China Sea. 

Therefore, it is of utmost importance to the nations included in the dispute to gain control of the island 

chain, as such an occasion would directly extend the nation’s EEZ. Saying that the controller of the 

archipelago will have a substantial effect on the future of the region would not be an overstatement. The 
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islands have no indigenous population living on them, the only residents are citizens and troops of the 

claimant states which are Vietnam, China, Philippines, Taiwan, and Malaysia. China, Taiwan, and Vietnam 

are establishing their claims on historic presence whereas The Philippines is making its claim under 

UNCLOS clauses. In 2015, it has been revealed that China has been building naval bases on submerged 

atolls and reefs of the archipelago, signaling their will on military action for the sake of the archipelago.   

    Likewise, Paracel islands, which lie in the EEZ’s of both PRC and Vietnam are claimed by both these 

nations in addition to the non-recognized nation of Taiwan (ROC). With a population of just over a thousand, 

the islands are currently administered by the People’s Republic of China. They hold elevated strategic 

importance.  

3. Background Information and The Nine-Dash Line 

   The conflict of the South China Sea is a relatively new 

one. Before World War II, Japan was the predominant 

power in the region. It ruled the Spratly and Paracel 

Islands which are situated at the heart of the sea. Once 

the state lost control of the islands, PRC took advantage 

of the opportunity and declared sovereign rights within the 

limits of the Nine-Dash Line. The Nine-Dash Line (see 

picture 2) is a vaguely descriptive line, containing a major chunk of the South China Sea, including the 

Spratly and the Paracel Islands. According to China, their claim is based on their historic presence in the 

area. Premier Xi Jinping frequently mentions that the SCS islands have been Chinese territory “since ancient 

times”. However, this statement was not justified by the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), an 

international court headquartered in The Hague when it was brought to discussion by the Philippines in 

2013. In its 2016 ruling on the case, referred to as the South China Sea Arbitration, the court unanimously 

came to the conclusion that both parties must follow UNCLOS in settling their territorial disputes. The court 

stated that there was no hard evidence that China historically had control over the waters, hence there was 

no legal basis for the nine-dash line claim. With that, the only element that PRC justifies its claim on 

eliminated. 

4. Overlapping Claims 

Due to the geography of the region, some EEZ’s compete with each other in relatively small areas, creating 

largely resolvable disputes. China’s nine dotted lines,s however, overlaps virtually every country’s claims, 
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making the issue significantly harder to solve. Some notable competing land and sea claims (competing 

countries) include: 

- The Paracel Islands ( China, Taiwan, Vietnam): see section 2 for a detailed overview 

- The Spratly Islands ( Vietnam, China, Taiwan, Malaysia, Philippines): see section 2 for a detailed overview 

- Scarborough Shoal ( China, Taiwan, Philippines): It is an uninhabitable group of rocks situated to the west 

of Luzon Island, The Philippines. It was claimed by The Philippines in 1734 through the Velarde Map, 

which is publicly available. China argues that a 1279 Yuan Dynasty map claimed the area but has not 

released it. The claims of PRC and ROC are unaccepted, internationally. The area witnessed a standoff in 

2012 when the Philippine Navy apprehended 8 Chinese fishing vessels near the shoal.  

- The Gulf of Thailand (Malaysia, Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam) 

IV. Key Vocabulary 

The South China Sea: A disputed sea surrounded by China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Brunei, Taiwan, Singapore, and several other countries. The region is arguably the most important trade 

route of the world and is rich in natural resources. This report abbreviates this term as SCS.  

Nine-Dash Line: China’s large claim on the SCS, overlapping every other claim. Its exact limits have never 

been determined since its publication in 1948.  

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): The waters that extend to 212 miles from a nation’s shores over which they 

have sovereign rights. Within its EEZ, a country is permitted to fish, mine, build artificial islands, and have 

jurisdiction. 

Territorial Waters: The area that extends to 12 miles off a country’s shores over which they have sovereignty 

as if it was their land. Unlike the EEZ, a country reserves air and space rights over their territorial seas. 

United Nations Convention on The Law of The Sea (UNCLOS): The 1982 convention held aiming to 

standardize countries’ rights over the seas surrounding them. The EEZ concept was established as a result 

of this convention. 

Territorial Dispute:  A region’s claim by multiple nations that leads to a disagreement between the sides.  

ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations, founded in 1967.  
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FONOPs: Freedom of Navigation Operations. They are usually conducted by U.S. naval and air forces 

aiming to reinforce internationally-recognized rights and freedoms by challenging excessive maritime claims. 

These are commonly employed in the SCS region.  

V. Important Events & Chronology 

 

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties 

- United Nations Convention on The Law of The Seas (UNCLOS), 10/12/1982: The territorial water 

and EEZ concepts were introduced and their limits were set. 

- Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in The South China Sea, 04/11/2002: ASEAN’s declaration of 

their point of view of the dispute. 

- Oceans and The Law of The Sea 14/11/2012 A/RES/67/5 

- Oceans and The Law of The Sea 09/12/2013 A/RES/68/70 

- East Asia Summit Statement on Enhancing Regional Maritime Cooperation 22/11/2015 

- East Asia Summit Leaders’ Statement on Cooperation in Poverty Alleviation 16/11/2017 

- The Sydney Declaration 18/03/2018 
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1945  Japan loses control over the SCS 

1946  China claims the Spratlys 

1948  The Nine Dashed Line is published by China 

1974  China claims authority over the Paracel Islands 

1982  UNCLOS is held. 

1988  70 Vietnamese sailors killed in a violent naval encounter with the 
Chinese navy. 

June 2011  US Senate condemns China’s use of force in the SCS 

July 2011  US and Vietnam conduct joint naval drills in the region 

January 2013  The Philippines takes the case to the PCA 

2015  Satellite imagery reveals China’s artificial military bases.  

2016  PCA rules against China’s claims encourage the sides to agree on a 
solution under the UNCLOS. 

https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
https://asean.org/?static_post=declaration-on-the-conduct-of-parties-in-the-south-china-sea-2
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/67/5
https://undocs.org/A/RES/68/70
https://www.asean.org/storage/images/2015/November/10th-EAS-Outcome/EAS%20Statement%20on%20Enhancing%20Regional%20Maritime%20Cooperation%20-%20FINAL%2022%20November%202015.pdf
https://www.asean.org/storage/images/2015/November/10th-EAS-Outcome/EAS%20Statement%20on%20Enhancing%20Regional%20Maritime%20Cooperation%20-%20FINAL%2022%20November%202015.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2.-FINAL_EAS-Leaders-Statet_Poverty-Alleviation-14-Nov-17.pdf
https://aseanaustralia.pmc.gov.au/Declaration.html


 
 

VII. Failed Solution Attempts 

    The progress of proposed solutions has been relatively slow as only two notable attempts were made 

over the years. Yet the issue still is an active one and tends to worsen as time passes. 

 A. The Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in The South China Sea (2002) 

     In 2002, the ASEAN adopted the Declaration on the Conduct in the SCS (DOC), which was signed by all 

ASEAN nations as well as by China. This was the first step towards lowering the tensions in the region. With 

this declaration, all parties of the dispute have shown their will to reach a peaceful common solution. The 

resolution mainly goes hand in hand with UNCLOS principles. Several clauses show signs of cooperation 

between nations, as well as discouraging all sorts of violence.  

B.  The 10th Anniversary of the DOC  

    In 2012, the ASEAN and the PRC reunited for the 10th anniversary of the DOC, issuing another joint 

statement that essentially shares the same intentions as the original DOC, reaffirming its clauses. This 

statement mainly emphasizes the successful progress that has been made in the last decade, which has 

been called “ A decade of enhancing mutual confidence and trust”, and on the hopes of “A future of peace, 

friendship and cooperation”.  

    Summits between ASEAN and China have been held since 1997, with the last one held in November 

2019, the 22nd ASEAN-China summit. Currently, these are the only meetings where progress is made 

towards reaching a solution. However, with the tensions continuously rising, these attempts are becoming 

increasingly insufficient to terminate the dispute.  

VIII. Possible Solutions 

     Unlike some other issues, the SCS dispute is one that is exceptionally hard to resolve. Multiple nations 

are involved, and seemingly none of them plans to step back. The first step towards ending the dispute 

should be somehow dealing with the nine-dash line problem. This claim virtually overlaps with every other 

claim on the SCS. Once the nine-dash line is taken out of the equation, the remaining disputes are relatively 

easier to solve. China seems to be persistent on its claim and indicates that it is willing to resort to its military 

if necessary, to defend its claim. Hence, it is unlikely that they opt to give up their intentions. However, 

letting China unlawfully take control of the area is of course not an option. Therefore, the most logical action 

would be to enforce UNCLOS principles in the SCS. Since the PCA ruling was also in favor of a bolder 

implementation of UNCLOS, The relevant UN branches should work towards establishing this. In addition, 
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measures should be taken to prevent the militarization of the region, in order to prevent a future armed 

conflict as tensions continue to rise. The fact that the PRC is actively and aggressively building military 

facilities in the Spratlys makes this an important and urgent move. The environmental consequences should 

also be addressed as excessive illegal fishing and mining activities are conducted throughout the region, 

with little to no regulation present; and the existing measures are not followed by countries other than the 

ones who employed them, since it would authenticate contradictory EEZ claims. However, this will not be 

an easy fix since a considerable majority of local economies depend almost solely on natural resource 

exploitation. Therefore, creating new income sources for local economies might play an important role in 

achieving a long term solution. The UN should be encouraging more cooperative efforts between the rival 

nations, as well as encouraging the creation of a platform where negotiations can be more actively held. To 

sum up, the UN should aim to: prevent a future armed conflict; enforce the ruling of the PCA and the 

principles of UNCLOS; and provide the countries with opportunities to peacefully discuss the issue.   

IX. Useful Links 

- Vox, Why China is building islands on the SCS: https://youtu.be/luTPMHC7zHY 

- Caspian Report, Geopolitics of the SCS: https://youtu.be/GcFiJwpvmq0  

- TLDR News, Tensions Escalate in the SCS: https://youtu.be/STZxb_ihLWM  

- https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/south-china-sea  

- https://usnwc.libguides.com/SouthChinaSea 

- https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/why-is-the-south-china-sea-such-a-hotspot-20200727-p55fxh

.html 

- https://amti.csis.org/freedom-of-navigation-practical-guide/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
 

https://youtu.be/luTPMHC7zHY
https://youtu.be/GcFiJwpvmq0
https://youtu.be/STZxb_ihLWM
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/south-china-sea
https://usnwc.libguides.com/SouthChinaSea
https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/why-is-the-south-china-sea-such-a-hotspot-20200727-p55fxh.html
https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/why-is-the-south-china-sea-such-a-hotspot-20200727-p55fxh.html
https://amti.csis.org/freedom-of-navigation-practical-guide/


 
 

X. Works Cited 

Al Jazeera. “US Navy Carrier Conducts Exercises in South China Sea.” China News | Al Jazeera, Al Jazeera, 

15 Aug. 2020, 

www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/8/15/us-navy-carrier-conducts-exercises-in-south-china-sea. 

 

Alexander L. Vuving for The Diplomat. “South China Sea: Who Occupies What in the Spratlys?” – The 

Diplomat, For The Diplomat, 9 May 2016, 

thediplomat.com/2016/05/south-china-sea-who-claims-what-in-the-spratlys/. 

 

bbc.com, BBC. “South China Sea Dispute: Australia Says Beijing's Claims Have No Legal Basis.” BBC 

News, BBC, 25 July 2020, www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53536173. 

 

“Chapter 2: Maritime Zones.” Law of the Sea, sites.tufts.edu/lawofthesea/chapter-two/. 

 

Dominguez, Gabriel. “China's Nine-Dashed Line Has 'No Basis under International Law': DW: 27.07.2015.” 

DW.COM, 27 July 2015, 

www.dw.com/en/chinas-nine-dashed-line-has-no-basis-under-international-law/a-18609290. 

 

“How Much Trade Transits the South China Sea?” ChinaPower Project, 10 Oct. 2019, 

chinapower.csis.org/much-trade-transits-south-china-sea/. 

 

Jahangir, Saamia. “The Strategic Importance of the South China Sea.” World Geostrategic Insights, 7 July 

2020, wgi.world/the-strategic-importance-of-the-south-china-sea/. 

 

“Library Specials.” Peace Palace Library, the International Law Library, 

www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/library-special/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes/. 

 

“News &amp; Cases.” PCA, 2 July 2020, pca-cpa.org/en/home/. 

Packham , Colin. “China Is Not Militarizing South China Sea, Premier Li Says.” Reuters, Thomson Reuters, 

24 Mar. 2017, 

www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-china/china-is-not-militarizing-south-china-sea-premier-li-says-i

dUSKBN16V04A. 

 

11 
 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/8/15/us-navy-carrier-conducts-exercises-in-south-china-sea
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53536173
http://www.dw.com/en/chinas-nine-dashed-line-has-no-basis-under-international-law/a-18609290
http://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/library-special/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-china/china-is-not-militarizing-south-china-sea-premier-li-says-idUSKBN16V04A
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-china/china-is-not-militarizing-south-china-sea-premier-li-says-idUSKBN16V04A


 
 

Saiidi, Uptin. “Here's Why the South China Sea Is Highly Contested.” CNBC, CNBC, 7 Feb. 2018, 

www.cnbc.com/2018/02/07/heres-why-the-south-china-sea-is-highly-contested.html. 

 

“Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea | Global Conflict Tracker.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council 

on Foreign Relations, www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/territorial-disputes-south-china-sea. 

 

Thayer, Carl. “Australia Abandons Its Neutrality on the South China Sea Maritime Disputes.” – The Diplomat, 

For The Diplomat, 28 July 2020, 

thediplomat.com/2020/07/australia-abandons-its-neutrality-on-the-south-china-sea-maritime-disputes/. 

 

US Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. “What Is the EEZ?” 

NOAA's National Ocean Service, 1 June 2013, oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/eez.html. 

 

Zhou, Laura. “Beijing's South China Sea Fishing Ban Threatens to Raise Tensions.” South China Morning 

Post, 8 May 2020, 

www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3083572/beijings-south-china-sea-fishing-ban-threatens-rais

e-tensions.  

 

 

12 
 

http://www.cnbc.com/2018/02/07/heres-why-the-south-china-sea-is-highly-contested.html
http://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/territorial-disputes-south-china-sea

